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Switching patients from sevelamer hydrochloride
(Renagel-) tablets to the generic sevelamer carbonate

Sevelamer is used as a phosphate binder in the management of hyperphosphataemia in
chronic kidney disease (CKD) patients with mineral and bone disorders®?3.

Sevelamer is available as an 800mg tablet in two different salts: sevelamer hydrochloride
(brand name Renagel®) and sevelamer carbonate (brand name Renvela®)'2.

The generic version of Renvela® is available. It is marketed under the generic name
sevelamer carbonate and has the following three advantages over sevelamer
hydrochloride:

1. Sevelamer carbonate is more cost-effective

2. Sevelamer carbonate has a broader indication than sevelamer hydrochloride .
Sevelamer carbonate is licensed for controlling hyperphosphataemia in adult patients
with CKD who are both on OR not on dialysis (haemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis)
whereas sevelamer hydrochloride is ONLY licensed for those on dialysis'2.

3. Sevelamer carbonate has a better safety profile as it does not increase the risk of
metabolic acidosis*; sevelamer carbonate is a newer buffered formulation compared to
sevelamer hydrochloride and has been found not to decrease serum bicarbonate®.

Sevelamer carbonate is the formulary choice as per Trust guidelines. Sevelamer
hydrochloride (brand name Renagel®) is non-formulary. Sevelamer carbonate should be
prescribed by its generic name (Do not use brand name Renvela®).

ALL patients prescribed sevelamer hydrochloride (Renagel®) can be switched to sevelamer
carbonate. The doses are equivalent — no dose adjustment is required and there are no
additional monitoring requirements following the switch”.

See the Guideline for the Management of Mineral and Bone Disorders in Dialysis Patients
policy http://Ithtr-documents/current/P645.pdf for more details.
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